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(Since the dawn of humanity man has created myths about his world and beyond – he is still at it).  

Abstract: According to Plate Tectonics theory (PT), it is believed that, in the aftermath of Gondwana rifting, India 

drifted northward across a vast Tethys and collided with the various Eurasian blocks and arcs. There are, however, 

serious geological arguments against India’s drift across a supersized Tethys and its isolation from other landmasses 

for most of the Cretaceous period. This is not supported by the relevant stratigraphic and paleontological data.  

Similarly, there are strong geological arguments against the idea that the ophiolites on the northwestern margin of 

Indian Plate at Bela (BO), Muslim Bagh (MBO) and Waziristan (WO) were formed in a Supra- Subduction Zone 

(SSZ) environment. The (SSZ) origin claims are based on mafic rock chemistry alone and pale in front of solid field 

observations, basin analysis and geodynamic considerations. There is hardly any evidence for the existence of a 

subduction zone where it is needed (i.e. east of the Chaman-Ornach-Nal faults). For example, the subophiolitic 

(Kanar) Mélange contains a multitude of mountain size blocks with little penetrative internal deformation, indicating 

that the mélange formed by tectonic deformation in shallow crustal conditions and not in any grinding deep 

subduction grade environment.  

Also, the ophiolite belt seems to have been subjected only to garnet-amphibolite grade regional metamorphism - no 

proof for a subduction zone accretionary wedge metamorphism. The Waziristan, Muslim Bagh and Bela Ophiolites 

do not support the past existence or disappearance of a Tethys of colossal size. Instead they may simply be remnants 

of a much smaller Late Mesozoic oceanic basin - possibly a narrow linear trough running along the northwestern 

margin of India - that collapsed due to convergence between India and its neighboring blocks to the west along an 

otherwise transform margin.  
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